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News  

from the 

New Lebanon  

Library 

F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t :  
 

By Charles Weinstein 

Autumn Greetings from the President of the Board of Trustees 
 

Your library continues to return to full operation with a resurgence of in-person visits 
and expansion of library services.  We do this with the resources and advice of the Mid-
Hudson Library System which keeps us informed of NY State Health Department 
guidelines and provides expertise and training for our staff and Board members. And, 
of course, we are grateful for the energy and dedication of our staff and Director. As I 
learn more about the operation of the library, I have become aware of the myriad of 
tasks involved in its operation – from expanding on-line services to making sure the 
sump pump is operating properly. 
 

After some lean years financially, our situation has improved.  Hugely thanks to the   
voters of New Lebanon we are no longer struggling to provide all the services they de-
serve on a minimal budget.  We all know how costs have gone up while facilities need 
repair and improvement.  Our new Friends group has organized and has begun raising 
funds for the library through successful book and tag sales as well as other events.  Led 
by Dianne Hobden the group welcomes new members.  Much thanks go to our many  
donors who enjoyed a brunch at the library recently.  Their continued support is so val-
uable.  And, of course, we continue to seek funding through grants and a variety of 
other sources. 
 

The Board of Trustees and the Director are working to make the library as sustainable 
an institution as possible.  As a result of a professional energy audit, we will be making 
improvements to our energy efficiency to save money while making the facility more  
inviting and safer for you to pursue your interests.  And we will continue to communi-
cate and work with the Town Board to support their initi-
atives to benefit our “downtown”.  We are all together in 
the pursuit of the best quality of life for the people of our 
town. 

 

Warmest regards, 

Charles Weinstein 

President 

Winter 2022 
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The staff and I are again overwhelmed by our community’s sup-
port. Thanks to voters’ approval of an increase to the library 
budget, we have been able to relaunch a wide variety of pro-
grams, maintain our book-buying budget, and run a very busy 
Summer Reading Program! The return of in-person programs 
brought  visits from miSci: Museum of Innovation and Science 
plus Traveling Early Literacy Programs from Talk, Read, Sing, 
Columbia. In the Spring, we were selected to join the Library    
of Local program, a collaboration between the Mid-Hudson  
Library System and Partners for Climate Action Hudson Valley. Through this, we received a kiosk 
with a new collection of books on environmental topics and a Seed Library for our community.  
As we head into 2023, watch for new programs like Armchair Travel. For this, we are looking for 

residents who want to share about their travels 
or expertise on trip planning. If you’re interested 
in being a presenter, please email me at  
librarydirector@newlebanonlibrary.org. 

 
Also this year, we have continued to work  with 
the Columbia County Libraries Association to  
offer museum passes, a History Webinar series, 
and more. If you’ve missed any of the CCLA 
sponsored presentations, they’re available to 
view online at columbiacountylibraries.org. 
 

F r o m  t h e  L i b r a r y  d i r e c t o r :  
 

By MICHELLE HOFFMAN 

A Message From The Friends Of The New Lebanon Library 

Let me be clear,  I love libraries! My grandmother, mother and aunt were all 
librarians and I took up the mantle for the next generation and became one 
as well.  So, when a fellow Library Board Member suggested that we needed 
a Friends of the Library Group I said “sign me up!” 
 
That was a year ago.  I contacted a few like minded people who also love 
the library and we started our group. There were initially six of us.  We be-
gan brainstorming about what we could do to help the library.  Fundraising 
is usually what a Friends’ group focuses on but we also wanted to do things 
that were fun for our patrons as well. Our first fundraiser was small; we had 
a wreath making event in December that was very well received. (And a lot of fun!).  
 
Emboldened by our success we decided to revive the annual book sale, which was a great success! 
Our secretary, Barbara Christ, made a beautiful quilt for us to raffle off. We began selling tickets at 
the book sale and drew the winning ticket at our Labor Day Tag Sale. The winner was Maureen Do-
lan.  She was very excited to win, as she had never won anything in her life.   
 
As we are not just a fundraising organization we also hosted the New Lebanon Library Donor   
Luncheon in October.  So, here we are, a year later and now we have a membership of 10. Now, 10 
is pretty good for an organization in our little rural community but we are still looking for more 
members. If anyone would like to join our group please ask someone at the library how to reach us. 

 
Dianne Hobden, President of Friends of the New Lebanon Library  
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W i t h  S i n c e r e  T h a n k s  T o  O u r  D o n o r s   

The generosity of donors allows the Library to provide some of our most important ser-

vices. Many thanks to all our financial supporters for the year of 2021.   

You can now donate online at: https://donorbox.org/monthly-donation-36 

Donation Records 2021 
Phyllis & Stephen Abramson 
Allen Agostinello 
Pam Allyn 
Lorie Appleby 
Fred Baumgarten 
Carol Joyce Blood 
Aimee Johnson 
Eugene & Eugenia Browning 
Amy Brueckmann 
Margaret Brueckmann 
Britt Buckenroth 
Susan Bues 
Russell Burns 
Helen Burton 
Barb Christ 
Diane Christie 
Lynn Ciccone 
Cameo Clarson 
Vicki Count 
Judith Cressy 
Helena & Bud Cummings 
Edward & Jill Curtin 
Lydia Davis 

John Dax & Amy Butler 
Linda Dellea 
Barbara Dewey 
Jean Dodds Aaron 
Dorothy Dooren 
Christine Dreyfus 
Robin Dropkin 
Agnes Eaton 
Joanna Ezinga 
Bernita Frank 
Alan Friedman 
Schuler & Colby Gail 
JoAnn and Paul Gavrity 
Robert & Rae Gilson 
Rabbi Jeff Glickman & 
Mindy Glickman 
J. Pierre and Lisbeth Gontier 
Michael Gracie 
Ingrid Greenfield 
Merrill Hesch & Richard  
Pieper 
Lauree and Gregory Hickock 
Jessica Hobden 
Dianne Hobden 
Miriam Hogle 
Joan Hutton 
Mary Jahn 
Laurie and Fred Kimmelstiel 
Diane Kline 
Victoria Kosakowski 
John Kowalski & Mary 
Agoglia 
Michael & Regina Lankin 
Thomas Larson 
Donald & Marion Lathrop 
Peter Libardi 
Danny & Clellie Lynch 
Ann Lynch 
Susan McCormick 
William Meier 

Gary & Kathleen Millett 
Jenny Montague 
Luz Elena Morey 
Margaret Munves & Moy 
Wong 
Alexander Muresanu 
Bill O'Neill 
Joan O'Sullivan 
William Petrone 
Deborah Pierce 
John & Elizabeth Poreba 
Sharon & Steve Powers 
Edith Root 
Karen & Jeffrey Ross 
June Ross 
Judith & Frederik Rusch 
Susan Savage-Milne 
Shantel Schonour 
Judith Schuchalter 
Anne Schwartz 
Becky Segal 
Elizabeth Sheffer-Winig 
Matthew Snyder & Tony 
Hall 
Greg Sowers & Carol Creevy 
Charles & Cathy Sullivan 
Herbert Teitelbaum and 
Ruth Abram 
David Thierling 
Mary Trev Thomas & Rich-
ard Matturro 
Jeannine Tonetti 
Brenda & John Trainor 
Al & Lisa Vyssotsky 
Adele Wailand 
Monte Wasch 
Sharon Weinberg 
Jeremy Weis 
Carol & Robert Williams 
D. Lizabeth Zeller 

 
In Memory of Tom  
Hartigan 
Martha Chutjian 
Bill and Sandra Larkin 
Elizabeth K. Sweeney 
 
In Memory of Joel  
Hornstein 
Peggy Hornstein 
 
In Memory of Erica 
Houghtling 
Tim & Dale Hoctor 
 
In Memory of Oscar A. 
Ortiz 
Philip Ortiz & Carolyn 
Dehner 
 
In Memory of Sarah Shook 
Anonymous 
Michelle Hoffman 
 
Foundation Gifts 
Berkshire Taconic  
Foundation 
Hudson River Bank & Trust 
Company 
Stewart’s Holiday Match 

Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

V O L U N T E E R I N G  A T  T H E  L I B R A R Y  

How lucky we are to live in a community of dedicated volunteers!  

Thank you to all of our volunteers, past and present, who offered their time 
and expertise to our programs and day-to-day operations.  Whether it’s 

shelving items, processing new books, helping at the book sale, or lending 
a hand with programs, volunteers are vital to the mission of the library. 

This past year, we’ve welcomed several new volunteers, and we have room 
for more! If you’re interested in joining their ranks, please visit the library to 

fill out an application! 
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550 State Route 20 

New Lebanon, NY 12125 
518-794-8844 

newlebanonlibrary.org 
 

Library Board of Trustees 

 

Charles Weinstein, President 
Dianne Hobden, Vice President 

Bill O’ Neill, Treasurer 
Carol Benson 

Robin Dropkin 
Schuyler Gail 
Danny Lynch 

Elizabeth Sheffer-Winig 
Tanya Ward 
Jeremy Weis 

L I B R A R Y  H O U R S  

Monday 10:00—6:00 

Tuesday 10:00—6:00 

Wednesday 10:00—6:00 

Thursday 10:00—7:00 

Friday 10:00—6:00 

Saturday 10:00—1:00 

 

Library Staff 

 

Michelle Hoffman 
Jeanne Tomlinson 

Kristin Carson 
Ann Gainer 
Paul Gavrity 

Sarah Westwind 
 


